
     

 
January 3, 2016 

8:15 and 10:45 AM 
 

“Up in Smoke” 
 
 

 
 

Our Mission 
To trust in Jesus…   love like Jesus…   

grow in Jesus… bring others to Jesus 
 



 

WELCOME TO BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
    

  “Enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. May the 
blessings of God rest upon you, both in your coming in and you’re going out.”  
 We are delighted to have you in worship. We ask that you please sign the 
Fellowship Pad at the end of the pew. For your convenience, we have a warm 
and loving nursery adjacent to the sanctuary, complete with an available paging 
system. We also have a Cry Room at the back of the Sanctuary (near the usher’s 
table) on the pulpit side with windows and a speaker so that you can see and hear 
the service. If you have any questions or need literature regarding the life of 
Bethany Presbyterian Church, please visit the Welcome Center, located next to the 
sanctuary.  Please turn off cell phones and pagers before worship.  Thank 
you.  *Indicates all who are able, please stand. 

We Gather Before God 
 

The Chiming of the Hour 

 

The Welcome and News of the Church   

 

The Prelude                      “Simplicity” 
Gregory Price & John Hamilton 

 

The Call to Worship 

  

*The Hymn no. 229            “The First Noel”                      vs. 1,3,5,6 
 
Prayer of Confession 

     Lord, we yearn for life- 
 life that is deeper than our calendars, 
 wider than our vision, 
 richer than our possessions, 
 larger than our earthly lives; 
     We yearn for life that only You can give. 
     Help us now to give You 
 anything that might be a barrier 
  between us and the life You give… 
     In your Son’s name. Amen. 

 
The Assurance of Pardon 

 

The Response          “Gloria in Excelsis Deo” 
Gloria, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, Gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 

 



CARING FOR ONE ANOTHER: 

 

Please let us know if you are going into the hospital, having surgery or 
will be an outpatient. Also, let us know when you return home. 

 

Let Us Pray: 
 
Lois Lewis – at St. Johns Rehab in Mars, PA 
Former member, Carolyn Garretson as she recovers from an automobile accident 
in South Carolina.   (Call the church office for her address.) 
 
Flowers: The flowers given in memory of my mom, Sylvia Williard from Deb, 
Fred, Phil, Tanya & Austin Gossic and Kim, Mike, Brady, Jackson & Camden 
Gullo.  
 
 

FROM THE BETHANY CHURCH OFFICE  

740 Washington Road, Bridgeville PA  15017 
412-221-5132 

office@bethanypresby.org 
www.bethanypresby.org                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Attendance for December 24, 2015 – 6:00- 219, 8:00-294, 10:00-187 
 December 27, 2015 – 8:15 – 76, 10:45 - 162 
 
Finance Report: As of December 27, 2015 
 

($) 2015 YTD 2014 YTD +/- 
Contributions and investment income 556,317 599,294 (42,977) 

General Fund Subsidies (transfers) 201,357 126,191 75,166 

Total General Fund Income 757,674 725,485 32,189 

Year to Date Budget 782,166   

+/- Budget (24,492)   
 

 

THANKS TO THOSE SERVING THE LORD THIS MORNING 
 

 Ushers: 8:15 – Bob Pulice, Marlene Haley, Maxine Berton, Ken Wilson  
10:45 – Rusty & Zachary North, Ed & Meredith Stewart 
 

Worship & Wonder – Debbie Hays & Sara Sunderlin 
 

2 & 3 Year Olds Second Hour – Richard and Debra Pyle 

 

Scrip Table – Ginny Millerschoen 
 

Nursery: 8:15 – Janice Ralston 
   10:45 – Sandy Fricker 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@bethanypresby.org
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Calendar and Events for the week 

Sunday, January 3, 2015 – Ordination/Installation of Elders and Deacons 
Pray for Donna Thrasher 
8:15 AM - Worship   
9:30 AM – Sunday School       
10:45 AM – Worship 
6:00 PM – Modern Worship, Family Promise Arrives 
 

Monday, January 4  
 Pray for Tanya & Kaden Thrasher 

9:30 AM – Preschool 
6:00 PM – Family Promise Arrives 
7:00 PM – Dartball Captains Meeting, Upward Coaches Training 
 

 Tuesday, January 5    
 Pray for Barry Threats 

5:00 PM – LOGOS 
6:00 PM – Family Promise Arrives 
 

Wednesday, January 6  
 Pray for Daniel, Kelly, Mackenzie & Aaron Timco 
9:30 AM – Preschool 
10:00 AM – Fellowship of Prayer Update Meeting 
6:00 PM – Family Promise Arrives 
7:00 PM – Choir Practice 
 

Thursday, January 7  
 Pray for Donna Toupence 

9:15 AM – Quilters 
12:00 AM – Thursday Knitters 
6:00 PM – Family Promise Arrives 
7:00 PM – Upward Referee Training 
7:30 AM - Dartball 
 

Friday, January 8 
 Pray for John & Georgina Townsend 

9:30 AM – Preschool 
12:00 PM – Preschool Lunch Bunch 
6:00 PM – Family Promise Arrives 
 

Saturday, January 9 
 Pray for Scott, Krista & Jackson Trimmer 

6:00 PM – Family Promise Arrives 
 

Sunday, January 10 
8:15 AM – Worship 
9:30 AM – Sunday School      
10:45 AM – Worship 
4:30 PM – BYG JH 
6:00 PM – Modern Worship 



News for the Body of Christ 

 

 

As the end of the year approaches, please keep in mind that all contributions 

for 2015 must be received at the church no later than December 31, 2015. IRS 

general rules state that a check placed in the church offering plate in January 

2016 cannot be recorded as a 2015 contribution, even if the check has been 

dated 2015. The only exception to this rule would be for contributions that are 

mailed and postmarked in 2015. These contributions would be deductible in 

2015 even though the contributions were not received until 2016.  

If you have any questions please call Kim McCann, Financial Accountant, at 

412-221-5132. Kim is generally in the office Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 

from 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.                  

 

Please check the boxes in the narthex for your Christmas Cards 
through the Christmas Card Exchange from your fellow church 
members.  
Celebrate and share God's love with your church family! 

 

 

Alter Flowers for 2016 – Please contact Jill in the church office at any 
time during the year if you would like to have flowers. Many dates are 
still available. 

 

To all volunteers working with children under the age of 18: 
Session has set a deadline for the required Pa. State Volunteer 
Background certificates as December 31st 2015 at Bethany. You 
will not be able to work with children if the required certifications 
are not on file. Volunteer binders containing detailed information 
and instructions are available at the church office or by request at 
volclear@bethanypresby.org 

 

 On December 19th, The Bridgeville Area Food Bank served 137 families 
which included 104 children, 159 adults, and 69 elderly 

 
The total for Blanket Sunday is $1365 which was able to purchase 273 
blankets.  
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Communion Instruction for Children/Youth 
If your school-aged child or youth has not partaken of Holy Communion 
and you feel they might be ready, then contact one of the pastors. John 
or Robbie can offer instruction as well as answer any questions you or 
your child/youth may have. This may be especially helpful for children 
who are no longer leaving the worship service to go to Worship and 
Wonder but are participating through the end, which includes the 
celebration of Communion on those particular Sundays.  
Interested? Please contact a pastor to schedule a time to get together. 

 
Bethany Presbyterian Church will be hosting 

the IF : Gathering  in April 2016. 
 

The IF: Gathering  seeks to gather, equip, and unleash this generation of 

women to live out God’s calling on their lives. We are a generation of 

women that believes God at His Word that He called us to our places 

and will use us for His glory and for the good of His people. Our goal is 

to make the name of Jesus great in and through the women of our 

church, neighborhood, & city. 

 

The world around us feels like it is crumbling and almost nothing seems 

certain, until we look to Jesus and see that our Hope is very clear and 

certain. He didn’t just give us salvation—Jesus is our salvation and the 

example of what it means to live in the fullness of grace and truth. What 

the world needs is His redemption, the very redemption and hope that 

lives inside of us. Rather than shrink back, it is time to love like Jesus 

loved, serve like Jesus served, pray like Jesus prayed, and pursue 

holiness like Jesus pursued it. This April 8th and 9th, join this global 

gathering of women across denominations, generations, and cultures as 

we come together in the name of Jesus.  Please visit 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/439213086269925/ to register.  

Please contact Mandy Evans at 724-926-4049 for more information 

 

 

Presbyterian òWomen of Bethanyó would like to 

wish you a òHappy New Yearó and also òthank youó 

for all your  love, support and prayers this past ye ar!  
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We Give to God 

  

The Children’s Message 

 

The Presentation of our Tithes and Offerings 

 

The Offertory                “Joseph’s Song”               
Dave Oliver, Soloist 

 

The Response       

“O Come Let Us 
Adore Him… 

Christ the Lord.” 
 

The Prayer of Dedication 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 

 

The Prayer for Illumination 

 

The Scripture Readings                                                   

        

          Old Testament     Jeremiah 36:1-8, 20-32   page 1236 

 

          New Testament    Luke 2:25-32                  page 1591  
     
     Leader: The Word of the Lord.       People: Thanks be to God.  

 
The Sermon:  “Up in Smoke”                               Rev. John Hamilton 

 

We Respond to God’s Word 
 

*The Hymn No. 185     “Hark, The Herald Angels Sing” 
 

*The Ordination/Installation of New Officers 

 

*The Hymn No. 31 “I Sing the Almighty Power of God” 
 

*The Benediction 

 

*The Benediction Response 

“Glo –ria in excelsis Deo;  Glo – ria in excelsis Deo!” 
 

Postlude   “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”  J. Pachelbel 

 



A Prayer for the New Year  

 
As the new year begins, there is so much to hope foréfear foréyearn for. A 

year, which can go by so quickly, can also hold so much that is unknown. As I 

face the year ahead, keep my heart turned toward You. 

 

Help me to see the blessings 

You unfold before me, 

both big and small. 

Help me to cherish the loved ones around me, 

never taking them for granted. 

Help me to trust to Your care 

all that is dear to me 

and all who are dear to me. 

And whenever difficulties or tragedies come, 

as they surely will, give me a faith filled 

with wisdom, patience and hope. 

 

Lord, help me to live with vision and not fear, 

to live for others and not self, 

 to live with joy and not regret,  

to live with compassion and not resentment. 

In other words, help me to live 

fully and abundantly in Your grace. 

Give me the confidence that, 

no matter what I face in this new year,  

ònothing will be able to separate us 

from Your loveóé 

nothing. 

 

Amen and amen. 


